DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

The Queen was justified a thousand times over
about this. In all the troubles that befell her
daughter in her married life, her one sanctuary and
stand-by was the unfailing nobility and devotion of
her husband.

Prince Albert shrugged his shoulders at these
malicious and ignorant comments of the Press and
at Uncle Leopold's doubts. His mind was made up,
and it did not matter what people said. Both he and
the Queen, in spite of her recent infatuation with
Paris and the Emperor Napoleon, were strongly
pro-German, as from their almost unmixed German
blood was only natural, and they had long believed
that a very great expansion was coming to the State
of Prussia and its paltry dynasty. Prince Albert some
years before had written one of his most thoughtful
memoranda for the benefit of the King, recom-
mending certain liberal reforms in the constitution**
of the State. If he adopted these suggestions Prussia
" would become the leading and directing power TffiT
Germany, which other Governments and people
would have to follow, and in this way would come to
be regarded as one of the most important European
powers, seeing that in the European scales she would
weigh as Prussia plus Germany." This idea now
formed the principal dogma in his creed of inter-
national politics, and he envisaged a Confederation
of German States under the controlling hegemony of
Prussia allied with England, Prussia would develop
into a Continental Power of huge military strength,
and with England's invincible command of the sea,
the two would keep the peace of Europe inviolate.
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